
Dear Families,  
 Please read over the text descriptions. I would like for students to choose a first, 
second, and third choice for the book that they would like to read during this genre study. 
However, if there is a book that you would prefer that your child steer away from, please 
help to guide their decision making away from any of the books that you do not feel 
comfortable with them being exposed to at this point. Students should place a one next to 
their first choice, a two next to their second, and a three next to their third choice. I will 
try my best to accommodate student requests. Once your child’s selections have been 
made I would like for them to sign below so that I know whose choices these are, I would 
also like for a parent to sign on the line below. This way I know that you as a parent are 
comfortable with your child’s choices.  
        Best,  
        Sarah Brissing 
 
 
Crispin: The Cross of Lead _______________ 
Hatchet________________ 
The Little House on the Prairie _________________ 
Island of the Blue Dolphin ____________________ 
The Indian in the Cupboard _________________ 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz _____________ 
 
 
 
 
Student Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Crispin: The Cross of 
Lead 
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Little House on the 
Prairie 

 

The Ingalls family decides to sell the old house and they head 
west from Wisconsin to Kansas. On their way they must 
overcome many obstacles including rushing rivers, wild 
animals, and Native Americans, whose culture they are 
unfamiliar. It is a classic story of a family’s search for a new 
home. As they travel they gain a new sense of normalcy.  
 
Reading Level:4.3   DRA Level:40 



Hatchet 

 

The lone survivor of a plane crash in the Canadian wilderness, this thirteen-year-
old boy carries three things away from the crash: a fierce spirit, the hatchet his 
mother gave him as a gift, and the secret knowledge that his mother was unfaithful 
to his father. All play an integral part in this Newbery Honor survival story for 
experienced listeners. Sequels: The River; Brian’s Winter; Brian’s Return; and 
Brian's Hunt. Having received abut 400 letters a week with Hatchet-related 
queries, Paulsen's answered them in one book: Guts!, the true-life events that 
inspired the series. For the 20th anniversary of the book, Paulsen's publisher issued 
a special edition containing fascinating background notes by the author on both the 
subject matter and how he wrote it. To my knowledge, this is a first in children's 
literature.  

http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/rah-treasury-nfull2.html 
 
Reading Level: 6.3  DRA Level: 40 

Island of the Blue 
Dolphin 

 

This is an incredible story of a strong, independent woman 
who gains so much after losing so many. After losing her 
entire family and the community of people she has always 
known, she is challenged to find nourishment, shelter, and 
defense from the wild unknown.  
 
Reading Level:5.5       DRA Level:50 

Indian in the Cupboard 

 
 

It’s Omri’s birthday and he receives a little plastic Indian 
brave. Though disappointed Omri puts him in a cupboard and 
locks the door with a magical key. Little does Omri know that 
when he opens the cupboard back up his toy will have come 
to life. He is in for quite an adventure with his new friend, 
Little Bear.  
 
Reading Level:5.9   DRA Level 40 

The Wizard of Oz 

 
 

When a huge tornado transports Dorthy and her little dog Toto 
from Kansas to the Land of Oz, she fears that she will never 
see Aunt Em and Uncle Henry ever again. She meets the 
Muchkins and they tell her to follow the Yellow Brick Road 
to the Emerald City to meet the Wonderful Wizard of Oz , 
who will grant her any wish. On the way she meets the 
Scarecrow, the Tinman, and the Cowardly Lion. The four 
friends set off to seek their hearts’ desires.  
 
Reading Level:6.9   DRA Level 44 

 
 


